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Foster Care & Student Success Resource Guide
Chapter 12- Students Eligible for or Receiving Special
Education Services

Surrogate Parent
Example Notification Letter
Example Documentation

Legal Framework
CHILDREN WHO TRANSFER OR RECENTLY REGISTERED -
Authorities: 34 CFR Parts 99, 300; Texas Education Code;
19 TAC Chapter 89
Additional resource from Texas SPED Support - Quick
Guide 
PARENT - Authorities: 42 USC §11434a; 34 CFR Parts 99
and 300; Texas Education Code; Texas Family Code; 19
TAC Chapter 89 *Very specific information re: Foster &
Surrogate
ADMISSION, REVIEW, AND DISMISSAL COMMITTEE
MEMBERSHIP - Authorities: 34 CFR Part 300; Texas
Education Code; Texas Government Code; 19 TAC
Chapters 74, 75, 89
PARENT PARTICIPATION - Authorities: 34 CFR Part 300;
Texas Education Code; 19 TAC Chapter 89
RESIDENTIAL FACILITY WITHIN A DISTRICT - Texas
Education Code; 19 TAC Chapter 89

RESOURCES

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/foster-care-and-student-success-resource-guide
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NYDdMrLwGba6rJPEOGCZ2pqszoiiv7nB/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qDq1t9fwf_5wBlYoB5qqljgLA_9WRKpM/view?usp=drive_link
https://fw.escapps.net/
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3806
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/students-disabilities-who-transfer-state-and-out-state-quick-guide
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/students-disabilities-who-transfer-state-and-out-state-quick-guide
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3819
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3807
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3807
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3856
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3900


Child Find & Evaluation Resources
Parent’s Rights: An Overview of Special Education
Evaluations
SPEDTEX
Special Education Initial Referral Timeline
Special Education Full and Individual Initial Evaluation
(FIIE) Timeline
Overview of Special Education for Parents
Special Education Acronym Quick Reference Guide
Notice of Procedural Safeguards
Parent’s Guide to the ARD Process

ASKTED
ASKTED Special Education Directors Directory (Texas)
as of 5/12/25
ASKTED Transition and Employment Designee (Texas)
as of 4/15/25
ASKTED Foster Liaisons (Texas) as of 5/22/25

Monthly Transition Meeting (MTT) Presentation

RESOURCES

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/advantageofspedevalsandservices.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/advantageofspedevalsandservices.pdf
https://www.spedtex.org/index.php/child-find
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/special-education-initial-referral-timeline
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/special-education-full-and-individual-initial-evaluation-fiie-timeline-and
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/special-education-full-and-individual-initial-evaluation-fiie-timeline-and
https://www.spedtex.org/sites/spedtex.tea.texas.gov/files/2023-09/Overview%20of%20Special%20Education%20for%20Parents%20English.pdf
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/special-education-acronym-quick-reference-guide
https://www.spedtex.org/resources/notice-procedural-safeguards
https://www.spedtex.org/resources/parents-guide-ard-process
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12oQMv-bAZnRWS0J80cb2oTQ3hUnI5ClM/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZfwYrpQ9_64-jQ1CnteDAHzi5UlfcuFk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12oQMv-bAZnRWS0J80cb2oTQ3hUnI5ClM/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vTDCPHnjjjwqE-lwtnUNekb5bgMduvs0nxbyaJf3It0/edit?usp=sharing


Special Education Self-Assessment
Foster:

Child Find Section probing questions- How are caseworkers, foster
parents, etc. made aware of the assistance offered to struggling
students and the LEA’s referral/identification procedures? Note:
Each year, the LEA must provide specific notice to parents of any
assistance for learning difficulties provided to a student who does
not receive special education services. 

Surrogate does not appear in the Self-Assessment.

Special Education Desk Review Rubric
Foster:

PCA 14- Does the student have a foster parent who acts as the
parent for special education decision-making? 34 CFR §300.30, TEC
§29.015(a); 19 TAC §89.1047(a)
PCA 15 - Is there evidence that the foster parent agreed to
participate in making special education decisions for the student?
TEC 29.015(a)(3); 19 TAC §89.1047(a)
PCA 16 - Is there evidence the foster parent has completed a
training program? 34 CFR §300.30,TEC §29.015(b); 19 TAC
§89.1047(a) 
PCA 17 - Is there evidence the foster parent has agreed to complete
a training program before the next scheduled ARD committee
meeting for the child but not later than the 90th day after the date
the foster parent begins acting as the parent for the purpose of
making special education decisions? TEC §29.015(b); 19 TAC
§89.1047(a)(1)

MONITORING
CONNECTIONS

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/tea-self-assessment-evaluative-rubric-2024-2025.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/desk-review.pdf


Special Education Desk Review Rubric
Foster:

TR7 - To the extent appropriate, with the consent of
the parents or adult student, was a representative of a
participating agency that is likely to be responsible for
providing or paying for transition services, invited to
the ARD meeting?

Note: This may include CASA, a Caseworker, etc.
TR 9 - By age 14, is there evidence the ARD committee
considered and, if appropriate, addressed the use and
availability of supplementary aids, services, curricula,
and other opportunities to assist the student in
developing decision-making skills and supports and
services to foster the student's independence and
self-determination, including a supported decision-
making agreement under Texas Estates Code,
Chapter 1357? 19 TAC §89.1055(k)(6); TEC §
29.011(a)(10)

Surrogate:
PCA 18 - If it is determined a child needs a surrogate
parent, is there evidence the surrogate was assigned
within 30 calendar days? 34 CFR §300.519(h)

MONITORING
CONNECTIONS

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/desk-review.pdf


FOSTER CARE & STUDENT RESOURCE GUIDE
Chapter 12- Students Eligible for or Receiving Special
Education Services

TRANSITION PLANNING GUIDE FOR STUDENTS IN FOSTER
CARE RECEIVING SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES

Provides best practices and recommendations for improved
coordination between systems to better support youth in
foster care.

SURROGATE PARENT TRAINING
SPEDTEX surrogate parent training

LEGAL FRAMEWORK
CHILDREN WHO TRANSFER OR RECENTLY REGISTERED 
Additional resource from Texas SPED Support - Quick Guide 
PARENT - Very specific information re: Foster & Surrogate
ADMISSION, REVIEW, AND DISMISSAL COMMITTEE
MEMBERSHIP 
PARENT PARTICIPATION 
RESIDENTIAL FACILITY WITHIN A DISTRICT 

COURT AND OUTSIDE AGENCY
SPECIAL EDUCATION

RESOURCES

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/foster-care-and-student-success-resource-guide
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZtOx9OhG-GS90X76LFO5z1PxPndMLvvg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZtOx9OhG-GS90X76LFO5z1PxPndMLvvg/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.spedtex.org/resources/surrogate-parent-training
https://fw.escapps.net/
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3806
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/students-disabilities-who-transfer-state-and-out-state-quick-guide
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3819
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3807
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3807
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3856
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3900


CHILD FIND & EVALUATION RESOURCES 
Parents’ Rights: An Overview of Special Education
Evaluations
Special Education Initial Referral Timeline
Special Education Full and Individual Initial Evaluation (FIIE)
Timeline
Overview of Special Education for Parents
Special Education Acronym Quick Reference Guide
Notice of Procedural Safeguards
Parents’ Guide to the ARD Process

ASKTED
ASKTED Special Education Directors Directory (Texas) as of
11/4/25
ASKTED Transition and Employment Designee (Texas) as of
11/4/25
ASKTED Foster Liaisons (Texas) as of 5/22/25

SPEDTEX
For more information, you can contact SPEDTEX at 1-855-
773-3838. They provide information and resources to assist
in understanding disabilities, rights, and the school’s
responsibilities under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA).

COURT AND OUTSIDE AGENCY
SPECIAL EDUCATION

RESOURCES

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/advantageofspedevalsandservices.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/advantageofspedevalsandservices.pdf
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/special-education-initial-referral-timeline
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/special-education-full-and-individual-initial-evaluation-fiie-timeline-and
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/special-education-full-and-individual-initial-evaluation-fiie-timeline-and
https://www.spedtex.org/sites/spedtex.tea.texas.gov/files/2023-09/Overview%20of%20Special%20Education%20for%20Parents%20English.pdf
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/special-education-acronym-quick-reference-guide
https://www.spedtex.org/resources/notice-procedural-safeguards
https://www.spedtex.org/resources/parents-guide-ard-process
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1V0I48JRfeo25GZJ73PhqJVVgu0bNG5igRzdq6Zu2CJ0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14HGFwvRVJrDQzu5zQZTFJM9j4co5VBdUdmWh0ZEedQU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CMJBgI8pUyGkS5xQmnPQE9bkzxCYHUN8Ps7VvQg3uO4/edit?usp=sharing

